
This has been a very crazy season for 

the Crawford family and we wanted to 
share our story with you. 

Many of you know that for the 
past 3 years... I have been building 

and working in a business with some of 
my closest family and friends. It sprung 
from the idea of wanting to reveal truth 

in a way that actually changes people’s 
lives. We started with video because 
one of the guys knew how and we 

called it “Epihpeo” (epiphany + video). 
For the last three years I have been 
blessed as we’ve been able to travel the 

world as a family for business and 
pleasure. It’s really great when you’re 
not able to tell the difference. Our 
business grew from just the 4 partners 

to a team of 70+ people scattered 

around the globe and included some of 
our best friends. Some weeks I worked 
70 hours a week and other times I was 

able to take a month off to chop wood 
and build a garden. During the majority 
of this time I was able to work out of 
my basement in our house in Kirkland. 

In January of this year... I started 
to talk to my business partners about 
coming out to Cincinnati to help set 

the tone for a new building that some 
of our team had just started working 
out of. In February we bought one way 

plane tickets from Seattle to Dayton, 2 
weeks before our departure. The 
reason why we bought one way plane 

tickets is that the idea crossed my mind 
that we might stay for as long as two 
months depending on how “the 
project” was going. 

We arrived in Dayton... at around 
midnight with 4 suitcases and got to 

our unfurnished, one bedroom, 
apartment. The next day I went and got 
a tour of the new office. I then had a 

meeting with my business partners and 
the first thing I said was “Looks like I 
need to be here for more than 2 
months.” They looked at each other and 

said “yeah”. My initial thought was that 
maybe we were thinking about a 6 
month project. This was a bit of a shock 

but our family has traveled and lived in 
many different places in the last 10 
years for extended periods of time so 6 

months we can handle. Two days later I 
was leading a retreat for all of our 
employees to kick off a month of 
working in the studio and I started with 

the announcement that we had “moved” 
to Kentucky. 

In one sense this was both the most 

difficult and most easy decision ever. 

Why we don’t really live in Seattle anymore...

<--- WE TOOK THIS PICTURE 
ALMOST 5 YEARS AGO. IT WAS 
SUPPOSED TO BE A JOKE. 
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It was the most difficult... 
because we had been experiencing 
more momentum and direction in our 

home in Kirkland than ever. In the last 
year we had started raising chickens, 
converted our lawn into a community 
garden, converted our downstairs into 

an education room, remodeled my 
home office to be awesome, acquired a 
dining room table of our dreams that 

could accommodate our family and the 
family that had moved in and found out 
that we were pregnant with our sixth 

child. In the recent 30 days we had 
entered into contract to buy our 
neighbors house and met with real 
estate agents about buying a 

commercial property to build a coffee 
shop that would invest in our 
community. In less than 72 hours all of 

these plans had changed. 

But in the end this decision was 
not difficult. Over the 3 years as 

Epipheo has been taking off we had 
built a system that has made us more 
money than I have ever made. As this 

was happening I was becoming more 
and more disconnected from the 
people who I was emailing and my 
passion was dwindling. Work became a 

series of projects. The only thing that 
kept it from being fully commoditized 
was the fact that we had frequent 

retreats and would try and schedule 
video chats as often as possible so we 
could remember that there was actually 

a real person attached to the email 
addresses that were working for us. If 
that way of life is even acceptable, I am 

not in a place where I can live there 
with integrity. And walking through the 
office for one hour made me realize 

that. I started to see the systems, the 
products, the dollars melt away and I 
started to see 30+ people that I had 
used without investing in. This was a 

harsh but exciting realization. I have a 
new job now. Not on paper but in my 
heart. And it’s to care for the people 

who have been serving my family and 
have committed to our common vision 
of “revealing truth in a way that changes 

peoples lives”. I’ve concluded that I can 
probably reveal more truth in the way 
that I conduct myself in family and 
business than I ever could with internet 

videos no matter how many millions of 
people view them.  The job set before 
me was the one that I was created to 

do.  And it was in Kentucky. Moving 
became a “no-brainer. “

But this did not come at a 

cost... We are moving away from my 
brother and my sisters family. We are 
moving away from my parents. We are 

moving away from our neighbors. We 
are moving away business partners and 
team mates and a city we have loved 
and a coast that we had taken for 

granted. And we mourn those losses. In 
that mourning we are reminded of our 
mission. 

In the last 6 weeks... we have 
moved 3 times and have finally settled 
in a 1 bedroom apartment that lies in a 

building that we have owned but had 
never seen. Up until 6 weeks ago all I 
cared about was if rent was paid on 

time. Now we’ve met our tenants, who 
are now our neighbors. And we’re going 
to turn the backyard into a garden. Not 

to increase the rent but to increase the 
beauty. Because that’s what we do. 

People ask us where we live... 

I’m not really sure how to answer that. 
It was Kirkland. In fact if you were to 
walk though our house on this day it 
would look like we just left for the 

weekend. Because Ikea exists, it now is 
starting to feel like we live in Kentucky. 
Someday I want to live on a farm that I 

can pass on to our grandchildren. 
Wherever we end up I am reminded 
that this world is not our home.

Well, there’s more... but this 
hopefully serves as a sorry stand-in for 
those that we were not able to say 

“good-bye” too. Thank you for all who 
have loved and supported us on either 
side of the country. We are so thankful 
and feel so blessed in this season of 

being able to see what really is 
important. For many we will see you 
soon and for many this is a final good-

bye. Regardless of geography we 
continue to have an abundance of love 
for you all that was given to us 

undeservingly from a very loving Father. 
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Can we visit you in 
Cincinnati?

YES! We would love it! If you visit us, 

we’ll buy you one of those chili dogs 
(top right). They love those things out 
here. 

Why are you all crammed in 

one room?

Yes, we could afford something 
bigger. Yes, we value “mommy and 

daddy time”  although I’ve never 
called it that. It’s just that we love our 
children and we’re learning to really 

REALLY like them. We feel like 
whatever lessons we are learning 
from having to deal with each other 

in spiritual and practical proximity 
outweighs the benefits of privacy in 
this season. 

What about your stuff?

We don’t know. We are having our 
vehicles shipped/driven out with our 
blender and my cigars. The rest will 

sit in our home until we figure 
something out. 

How long will you live in 
Cincinnati?

My guess is that it is between 2 and 
20 years. It could be longer. We love 
the northwest and plan on visiting 

often and would love to re-settle 
long term. Who knows though? Not 
us. 

What about Abe and the 
Rusts (the single guy and 
family that lived with us)?

Uhhh..yeah. They moved out here 
too. They both worked for me and 
didn’t really have to but I’ll let you 
ask them. 

What about your house in 
Kirkland?

We don’t know about that either. We 

don’t have any plans to sell it or rent 
it out to strangers. We have put too 
much work into it and do not see it 

as a commodity. We would love to 
find people or families that will use 
and appreciate it and continue to 
love our garden & neighbors and 

bring value to our community.

How are Kami and the kids 
dealing with it?

Pretty ok. We have many friends and 
family out here and for better or 
worse our kids are used to change. 

That does not mean that we have not 
been experiencing culture shock and 
have times when we miss Seattle 
greatly. Dove especially went through 

some hard times when she realized 
she wasn’t going to be seeing her 
chickens again. 

Is it Kentucky or Cincinnati?

We live in Kentucky and drive 3 
minutes across the Ohio river to 

Epipheo which is located in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

WHERE WE STAYED THE 
FIRST MONTH

BEN’S WORK

KIDS TRYING OUT THEIR 
NEW SHARED LOFT BED
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